
2020 Update

On behalf of the Leicestershire and Rutland committee of Wooden Spoon (LRWS), I wanted to take this 

opportunity to wish you all a safe and restful Christmas. This has been a challenging year and one 

which has affected all aspects of our lives. I doubt that many of us have experienced anything like this 

before. 

For us, as a small part of a larger rugby charity, it has not been easy this year to raise funds. However, 

thanks to your generosity and support of the current committee over the past eleven years, we were in a 

good financial position when the first lockdown started. 

This means we have good news to share and I thought you would like to know what great use we have 

made of your kind donations during this difficult year.

In 2019 we completed two exciting and ground-breaking projects for the local committee. 

First off was our second project in Rutland to provide a grant to Rutland Sailability. This enabled RS to 
buy two specially adapted sailing dinghies for disabled teenagers. This has proved to be a hugely 
successful activity for these young people. In learning to sail, they gain a sense of independence, 
achievement and new skills which is difficult to access elsewhere. At the same time they can enjoy the fun 

and excitement of being out on the open water and taking part in competitive sport, often for the first time. 

The teenagers named their new vessels “This is Me” and “Hope“ at their launch in September 2019. 

Having watched ‘The Greatest Showman’ more times than I care to mention with my granddaughters, I 

was pleased to have kept up with the cultural references!



Our second project was also a new area for us. We teamed up with the Leicester Charity, Focus, and their

innovative “Breathing Space “project which looks to involve disadvantaged children in making good use of

urban green spaces. In particular the charity identified a large plot of intercity inner allotments which had

become disused and overgrown. As an outdoor exercise, involving a lot of hard work, the young people

have slowly reclaimed these allotments. They have sown new crops and created an urban green space

for their use and enjoyment. 

Leicestershire and Rutland Wooden Spoon has provided a large matching grant here to build an outdoor

classroom and we are really looking forward to launching the project officially at the yearend. It’s great to

see what young people can achieve when given the opportunity and we’re delighted to have been able to

support.



Last winter we made two further grants. The first was to Menphys, the well-known Leicester children’s

charity who were relocating their hub to South Wigston where a former library building is to be their centre

of operations in Leicester. 

Leicestershire and Rutland Wooden Spoon were able to provide a grant to build them a much needed

new sensory room and separate therapy room at South Wigston. A formal opening of the new hub is

planned for the beginning of December but, if this is not possible, please see below the pictures from our

Twitter feed to see what a great difference we’ve been so pleased to make.

The Sherard School in Melton Mowbray wanted 

to move its cramped and well used existing 

sensory room to a new location. With help from a 

grant from Leicestershire and Rutland Wooden 

Spoon, the school has been able to refresh the 

facility and add the latest projectors and 

interactive electronic stimuli. 

Despite all the restrictions in place, the school 

was able to complete the relocation and upgrade 

in time for the beginning of the new academic 

year in September.



Social distancing measures, imposed earlier this year led us, regretfully, to cancel our regular and very

popular programme of lunches and theatre nights. These have always been so well attended and have

raised significant funds for us to share with such worthy causes in our community. And we’ve had some

fun, too! 

The Leicestershire charitable sector however was in a very difficult position as they too, had been forced

to cancel and postpone much of their fundraising activity for exactly the same reasons. Whilst much

government money was made available to the third sector, there was a huge and understandable

emphasis on supporting Covid-related activity. This meant that many of the excellent local organisations 

supporting young people in need were unable to access these funds. 

I am really proud that, as an established local charity, we could step up and assist many local charities 

urgently needing funds. The National Office of Wooden Spoon had put together a scheme of emergency 

assistance which you can read about here. Leicestershire and Rutland Wooden Spoon then added 

money from our local reserves. Although it’s not a competition, I think you would be pleased to know that, 

thanks to the generosity of our supporters, we were able to spread that assistance further than any other 

region. 

We proactively sought out local charities to help who were directly affected by the impact of COVID-19 

and where additional funds could provide specific relief. By the end of May we had distributed £18,000 of 

small grants to nine different bodies including:



I don’t need to tell you, but rugby is all about teamwork. You dig in and support your teammates when they

need you. Leicestershire and Rutland Wooden Spoon were really pleased that we could offer that support

to other local organisations who are all in the same business as us – making life better for young people in

need – at a time when they were facing the All Black pack with their hands tied behind their backs.

Our mainstream activities have continued and in 2020 we made two more major grants. 

The first is to the planned new East Midlands Children’s Hospital. We will equip and fitout a family/teenage

room for children and their siblings visiting the hospital for treatment. This can be a stressful time for all

the family and so it is hoped that the room, with its obligatory games consul and widescreen TV, will be an

area for the children to relax and have a little downtime. We hope we can take some of the fear and worry

out of the planned hospital visit. 

And for our second project we are back on the water – this time with Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre.

We have purchased more adaptive boats to enable disabled youngsters to enjoy the experience of sailing.

Enjoy a sneak preview of the 2 six seater Katakanu canoes. They look as though they will give hours of

fun but sadly not quite the right size for a battered old second row to practice his pirate skills!

Despite 2020 being the strangest year ever, we can report two very successful years of supporting 

disadvantaged and vulnerable children in Leicestershire and Rutland. We have spent just over £100,000 

on major grants and the Emergency COVID-19 support. It has come at a cost and we end the year 

financially poorer than we began. But, as the money you give to us is to support young people locally, we 

felt it was the right thing to do, to keep on helping as much as we could. When would there ever be a more 

important time?



Luckily, thanks to my staunchly supportive Committee members who give their time freely to help me run 

this branch of the Wooden Spoon, we incur very little cost. Despite their best endeavours, however, our 

fundraising activity has been curtailed. We enjoyed a fabulous Golf Day at Luffenham Heath – thank you to 

all who played, sponsored and helped in any way – which raised a very welcome £7,000 – but we have 

missed you at St George’s Day, Oktoberfest and Kilworth House Theatre. These are all key dates in my 

diary every year and not just because I can take advantage of your generosity once again.

We’d love to keep on helping out and, sadly, it seems that the numbers of young people we could support 

are on the rise. If you feel that you could help by making a contribution to Leicestershire and Rutland 

Wooden Spoon this Christmas, we would be very grateful. If you could offer us the price of your table at 

Oktoberfest, your wine bill at Kilworth, or your rose at St George’s Day, we promise to spend it wisely in 

the way you would expect.

If you feel a personal, individual contribution would be more appropriate, we have a Just Giving page for 

Leicestershire and Rutland that you can donate through here.

We will bring you more news on how you can help us to help young people in Leicestershire and Rutland 

in the New Year, including the details of our soon to be launched Business Patron scheme.

Having said all that, we do understand that many people and businesses are facing their own issues right 

now. In which case, please accept our thanks for what you have done already and our sincere wishes that 

2021 brings you happier times.

I’d like to thank my hardworking Committee for all their time and energy. This would be a whole lot harder 

without you.

Thank you for all your support and let’s look to 2021 being a time when we can gather together again, 

raise a glass and make a difference!

Malcolm

Malcolm Foulkes-Arnold 

Chair, Wooden Spoon Leicestershire and Rutland




